Coronavirus and Texas Government

GOVT 2306

Huss
Overview: During this semester, we have discussed content related to the origin and development of the Texas Constitution, the structure and powers of state and local government including the Texas legislature, governor, and courts, federalism and inter-governmental relations, and public policy.  We have seen over the past year the response of state and local governments and other political actors to the Coronavirus public health crisis.
Instructions: The writing assignment is a three-to-four page paper in which you will discuss state and local governments’ Coronavirus response.  The paper is to focus on the required textbook Governing Texas, and two articles, published since January 1, 2020, that discuss the response or reaction of state and local governments or other political actors to the Coronavirus public health crisis.  How do the events/actors discussed in the selected articles relate to concepts/actions of state and local governments or other political actors that were discussed in your textbook chapters?  Are the state and local governments or other political actors functioning as intended or as effectively as they should be in response to the crisis?  Please provide supporting details or evidence for your position.  Your paper is not just a summary of the two articles selected.  The articles selected should be related to the specific concept/actions you are focusing on in your paper.  The articles selected should come from the following state/local/national news outlets (in print or online form): Texas Tribune, Houston Chronicle, Dallas Morning News, Austin American-Statesman, KPRC/Click2Houston, KHOU 11- CBS, KTRK- ABC 13, The New York Times, The Washington Post, NPR, U.S. News and World Report, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Times, AP, Reuters, BBC, The Guardian, Politico, The Hill or The Atlantic.

The completed paper assignment should be 3-4 pages in length, line double-spacing, 12-point font with 1-inch margins, typed on any type of word processing software that allows for checking spelling and grammar.  The top of page 1 must include your name, the date, course title and number, class meeting time, instructor’s name, and the title of the report.  Spelling and written grammar are part of the written assignment grade.  Students must document the sources used in the research of the paper using the Chicago citation style (parenthetical citations in the body of the paper AND a bibliography/works cited page). A minimum of three sources is required (one source being the required textbook Governing Texas, and two articles).
Failure to document your sources will result in a grade of zero (no works cited page AND no parenthetical citations).  Failure to turn in the writing assignment on the due date will result in a drop of one-letter grade per day past the due date that the assignment is turned in.
The assignment is due via the TurnItIn submission link in D2L by 11:59pm on Sunday, May 2.
